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Neglect of Public Opinion is Deplorable

The Civil Human Rights Front is a coalition of more than 40 civic groups.  We deeply deplore the Hong Kong SAR government’s distortion and neglect of public opinion regarding legislative implementation of Article 23 of the Basic Law.  We cannot accept the government’s recently released assessment and “clarification” based on the submission by various groups and members of the public.  We demand that the government should establish an independent public opinion research organisation to carry out a comprehensive analysis of the submissions in order to properly analyse and reflect public opinion regarding implementation of Article 23.

Many groups and individuals have already publicly objected to the government’s analysis of the submissions made public last month.  In particular there have been objections to the categorisation of some of the submission as “unclear,” while other groups or individuals have found that their submissions were not included in the analysis at all (see appendix).

Yesterday the Secretary for Security offered an apology to some of the groups, but the Civil Human Rights Front feels this is inadequate to dispel the public suspicion that the government is indifferent to public opinion.  The Civil Human Rights Front believes that the government’s assessment is not only sloppy and riddled with errors, but that more crucially it fails to provide a genuine qualitative analysis of public opinion.  For example, there is no analysis of public views regarding individual legislative provisions, and there is no comprehensive analysis of more than half of the submission (totalling more than 200,000) that oppose legislative implementation.  It is for this reason that we cannot accept the government’s analysis and “clarifications” of its proposed legislation.  Instead, we strongly insist that the government should appoint an independent public opinion research organisation to carry out a comprehensive analysis of public submissions regarding the legislative implementation of Article 23.

The Civil Human Rights Front reiterates its view that under the present atmosphere of public concern and division, and lacking a fully democratic system, the government should shelve further action on Article 23.

7 February, 2003

Appended： A partial list of groups and individuals whose views were improperly categorised or excluded from the government’s analysis.
Appendix I: A partial list of groups whose views were improperly categorised from the government’s analysis.
1. Article 23 Concern Group

2. Asian Center for the Progress of Peoples

3. Canadian Labour Congress

4. European Falun Dafa Association

5. Hong Kong Bar Association

6. Hong Kong Journalists Association

7. Human Rights in China Ltd

8. International Confederation of Free Trade Unions

9. Justice – The Hong Kong Section of the International Commissions of Jurists

10. New Times

11. School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University

12. The Foreign Correspondents’ Club, Hong Kong

13. Social Concern Fellowship of Shum Oi Church, HKCCC

14. Joint Statement of the Cultural Division

15. The Democratic Party

16. Students’ Union, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

17. Hong Kong Federation of Catholic Students

18. Christians for Hong Kong Society

19. Association for the Advancement of Feminism

20. Korean Falun Dafa Association

Appendix II: A partial list of groups or individuals whose views were excluded from the government’s analysis.
1. China Labour Bulletin

2. Joint Committee for Amendment of Public Order Ordinance

3. Students’ Union, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

4. Student Christian Movement Hong Kong

5. Hong Kong Christian Institute

6. Hong Kong Federation of Students

7. Hong Kong Confederation of Trade Unions

8. Amnesty International Hong Kong

9. Synergy Net

10. Bishop Joseph Zen

11. Hong Kong Federation of Students

12. Fung Ka Keung, Christopher

13. Lo Wai Ming, Chris

14. Tsang Kin Shing, Bull

