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Paper No. 113

立法會
Legislative Council

Note for the Bills Committee on 

National Security (Legislative Provisions) Bill

Background information on the Societies Ordinance 

 AUTONUM .
At the meeting of the Bills Committee on 23 July 2003, members requested us to supplement the background information on the Societies Ordinance (Cap. 151) in paragraph 4 of the Administration's paper on "Protecting National Security and Human Rights" (Paper No. 112).

2.
According to paragraph 4 of Paper No. 112, when the Societies Ordinance was first enacted in 1949, it gave the Executive the power to refuse registration of any society on the grounds that the society was likely to be used for a purpose prejudicial to or incompatible with peace, welfare or good order in Hong Kong. Those grounds were amended in 1992 and 1997.  The Governor in Council (now the Chief Executive in Council) also had a power to strike companies off the register of companies on similar grounds since 1959.

A.
Enactment of the Societies Ordinance in 1949

3.
According to the speech of the then Attorney General when he moved the First Reading of the Societies Bill 1949 :


(a)
The Societies Ordinance 1911 provided for the compulsory registration of all societies.  The Societies Ordinance 1920 introduced alteration of the law, particularly in that registration of societies was no longer rendered compulsory.  The Ordinance declared triad societies and societies having unlawful objects or purposes incompatible with peace and good order of Hong Kong to be unlawful.  It also empowered the Governor in Council the absolute discretion to declare a society to be unlawful for reasons set out in the Ordinance.  Notwithstanding that the Ordinance did not call for registration or other formal notification of the existence of a society, many societies in the years since 1920 have continued voluntarily to register with the Secretary for Chinese Affairs thereby notifying their existence.


(b)
In 1949, it was considered that the maintenance of law and order in Hong Kong would be assisted by the existence of record of all societies in Hong Kong and a knowledge of their objects and by enhanced powers of control of societies. In those circumstances a principal object of the Bill was to require compulsory registration.


(c)
The Bill also empowered the Registrar of Societies to refuse registration of any local society which was affiliated or connected with any political organization established outside Hong Kong.  Such prohibition would mark an innovation in Hong Kong wherein considerable latitude had long been afforded towards the existence and operation of societies of any kind.  But a change of attitude, as regards societies, having outside political connection, was regarded as unavoidable in the best interests of Hong Kong while serious political unrest prevailed throughout the world.


(d)
The Attorney General had made clear the Administration's intention upon the Bill being enacted to appoint the Commissioner of Police and selected officers of his Department to be the Registrar and Assistant Registrars of Societies.  A right of appeal was given to the Governor in Council against a decision of the Registrar.  A duration clause in the Bill limited the operation of the Ordinance until 31 December 1950, but the Legislative Council may, from time to time, by resolution extend the term of operation.

B.
Immediately prior to the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1992 

4.
The Societies Ordinance has since then been amended on various occasions. Immediately prior to the enactment of the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1992 (75 of 1992), every local society was required to make an application to the Registrar of Societies for registration or exemption from registration within 14 days after it was established or deemed to be established.  The Societies Ordinance did not apply to the persons listed in the Schedule to the Ordinance.

5.
The Registrar might refuse to register or exempt from registration a society on certain specified grounds, and might do so after consultation with the Chief Secretary if he was satisfied that (i) the society was a branch of or was affiliated to or was connected with any organization or group of a political nature established outside Hong Kong, or (ii) the society was likely to be used for any purpose prejudicial to or incompatible with peace, welfare or good order in Hong Kong.  These two grounds were among other grounds on which the Registrar might cancel registration or exemption from registration of a society after consultation with the Chief Secretary. 

6.
The Governor in Council might, in his discretion, order that any exempted or registered society be dissolved where he was satisfied that any such society was being used for purposes prejudicial to or incompatible with peace, welfare or good order in Hong Kong.
7.
Column 1 of the Annex A sets out a summary of the provisions of the Societies Ordinance immediately before the enactment of the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1992 relating to the registration system, control of societies, cancellation of registration and exemption from registration, definition of unlawful societies, penalties for offences, powers of entry and search and the power to summon witnesses.

C.
Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1992 (75 of 1992)

8.
Following the enactment of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance (Cap. 383) in 1991, a number of Ordinances, including the Societies Ordinance, were reviewed.  

9.
The Societies (Amendment) Bill 1992 was introduced into the former Legislative Council on 20 May 1992.  An ad hoc group was set up to study the Bill.  According to the Explanatory Memorandum of the Bill, the Bill proposed to amend the Societies Ordinance so that it would be consistent with the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance.  

10.
The Bill sought to replace the registration system with a notification system.  All societies and associations which were not otherwise approved or regulated were required to notify the Commissioner of Police of their establishment.  Failure to notify would be an offence.  Societies which did not comply with the notification requirement would not, however, be regarded as unlawful automatically.

11.
The power to refuse to register a society on the ground that it was connected with an overseas political organization would be substituted by a provision whereby the Secretary for Security might prohibit the operation of a society if he reasonably believed that the operation or continued operation might be prejudicial to the security of Hong Kong, or to public safety or public order.  The then Secretary for Security stated during the Second Reading of the Bill that this requirement was necessary to deal with criminal and other undesirable societies whose operations were prejudicial to the well-being of Hong Kong.  

12.
On resumption of the Second Reading debate on 15 July 1992, the then Secretary for Security explained that the expression "security of Hong Kong" could refer only to the survival or well-being of the territory as a whole and not simply to the well-being of sectional or lesser interests, or to the interests or well-being of the Government.  The power to prohibit societies would be exercised only in situations where there were strong reasons for believing that the operation or continued operation of a society would prejudice either the security of Hong Kong, in the restrictive sense to which he had referred, or would constitute a real and serious threat to public safety or public order in the territory, for example, because it promoted terrorism.

13.
The Bill amended the definition of unlawful society thereby repealing the presumption deeming a local society not being a registered society or an exempted society to be an unlawful society after the expiration of 14 days from the date on which the society was established.  In the new definition, societies that were prohibited by virtue of an order of the Secretary were distinguished from triad societies.  

14.
During the Committee Stage, amendments were made to :


(a)
extend the period for notification from 14 days to one month;


(b)
reduce the level of penalty for failure to comply with the notification requirement;


(c)
increase the penalties for triad society-related offences;


(d)
introduce an objective test to the powers of the Societies Officer to prohibit the operation of societies and to enter and search;


(e)
repeal the power to summon witnesses.

15.
Column 2 of the Annex A sets out a summary of the relevant provisions of the Societies Ordinance as amended by the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1992.

D.
Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1997 (118 of 1997)

16.
On 23 February 1997, the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress of the People's Republic of China resolved, under Article 160 of the Basic Law, that among other things, "major amendments" to the Societies Ordinance introduced in 1992 shall not be adopted as the laws of the HKSAR.  The Standing Committee also resolved that the HKSAR should enact laws on its own to avoid any legal vacuum arising on 1 July 1997.

17.
A consultation document "Civil Liberties and Social Order" was issued by the Chief Executive's Office on 9 April 1997 to seek public views on proposals to amend the Societies Ordinance.  Following consultation, for which public submissions were received, the Societies (Amendment) Bill 1997 was introduced to the Provisional Legislative Council on 17 May 1997.  A Brief dated 15 May 1997 was issued by the Chief Executive's Office and relevant extracts are at Annex B.

18.
The Bill sought to reinstate the registration system for societies which had been repealed in 1992, and provided that a local society to which the Societies Ordinance applied was required to apply to the Societies Officer for registration or exemption from registration within one month of its establishment.  The Societies Officer might, in consultation with the Secretary for Security, refuse to register or exempt from registration a society under the following circumstances :


(a)
if he reasonably believed that such refusal was necessary in the interests of national security or public safety, public order or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others; or


(b)
if the society was a political body and had a connection with a foreign political organization or a political organization of Taiwan.

19.
The above two situations also applied when the Societies Officer made recommendations to the Secretary for Security on banning the operation or continued operation of a society.  The Bill also provided for new definitions of the terms "connection", "foreign political organization", "political body", "political organization of Taiwan" and "national security", as well as specifications in respect of the interpretation of the expressions of "public safety", "public order (ordre public) and "the protection of rights and freedoms of others".

20.
A Bills Committee was set up. A Response from the Chief Executive's Office to concerns raised by members of the Bills Committee (English version only) and a Report of the Bills Committee submitted to the House Committee on 7 June 1997 are respectively at Annexes C and D.  

21.
The Bill was passed by the Provisional LegCo on 14 June 1997 with minor technical amendments.  The Bill was listed in Schedule 1 of the Hong Kong Reunification Ordinance (110 of 1997) as one of the bills passed by the Provisional LegCo before 1 July 1997 in anticipation of the reunification.  By virtue of section 3 of that Ordinance, the Bill was confirmed and shall have full force and effect of law subject to the signing and promulgation thereof by the Chief Executive.  It came into operation on 1 July 1997.

22.
A summary of the relevant provisions of the Societies Ordinance as amended by the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1997 is in Column 3 of Annex A.

23.
During examination of the Bill, the Bills Committee had asked for the issue of administrative guidelines to the Commissioner of Police after passage of the Bill on the application of "national security" consideration which must be consistent with what was necessary in a democratic society.  At the meeting of the Provisional LegCo Panel on Security on 25 July 1997, the Administration explained to members of the Panel that they did not propose to devise guidelines for the following reasons :


(a)
it was not practicable to devise a set of guidelines to cater for different circumstances as there were a large number of societies formed from time to time;


(b)
unlike the Public Order Ordinance which might involve front-line police officers making decision on the spot, the Commissioner of Police might, in accordance with the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1997, take time to consult the Secretary for Security before he refused to register a society if he reasonably believed that the refusal was necessary in the interests of, inter alia, national security.

They therefore recommended that the Commissioner should adopt a case by case approach in applying the "national society" consideration in the Societies Ordinance.

E.
Consequential Amendments to the Companies Ordinance

24.
Part XIIIA of the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) deals with the prevention of evasion of the Societies Ordinance.  Part XIIIA was added to the Companies Ordinance in 1984 by the Companies (Amendment) Ordinance 1984 (6 of 1984), incorporating the whole of the Companies (Prevention of Evasion of the Societies Ordinance) Ordinance which was repealed at the same time.

25.
Section 360C empowers the Governor in Council (now the Chief Executive in Council) to order the Registrar of Companies to strike a company off the register of companies.  Immediately prior to the enactment of the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1992, the order could be made if the Governor in Council was satisfied that a company formed and registered under the Companies Ordinance would, if it were a society in respect of which the Societies Ordinance applied, be liable to have its registration under that Ordinance cancelled by the Registrar of Societies on any of the grounds specified in section 10 of the Societies Ordinance.  Please refer to Part C of Column 1 and Appendix of Annex A for details.

26.
Consequential amendments to section 360C were provided in the Societies (Amendment) Ordinances of 1992 and 1997.  In 1992, the ground for making an order under section 360C was amended to the effect that if the Governor in Council was satisfied that a company formed and registered under the Companies Ordinance would, if it were a society in respect of which the Societies Ordinance applied, be liable to have its operation or continued operation prohibited by the Secretary for Security under section 8 of that Ordinance.  Please refer to Part B of Column 2 of Annex A for details.  

27.
Since 1997, the Chief Executive in Council could make an order under section 360C if he was satisfied that a company formed and registered under the Companies Ordinance would, if it were a society in respect of which the Societies Ordinance applied, be liable to have its registration or exemption from registration cancelled under section 5D or its operation or continued operation prohibited by the Secretary for Security under section 8 of that Ordinance.  Please refer to Parts B and C of Column 3 of Annex A for details.  
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Annex A

A summary of the relevant provisions of the Societies Ordinance (Cap. 151)

Pre 17 July 1992

(Immediately Prior to the amendment by the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1992 (75 of 1992))


17 July 1992 to 30 June 1997

(As amended by the

Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1992 (75 of 1992))
Post 1 July 1997

(As amended by the

Societies (Amendment) Ordinance 1997 (118 of 1997))

A.
Registration system (sections 5, 6 and 12)
1.
Every local society is required to make an application to the Registrar of Societies for registration or exemption from registration within 14 days after it is established.

2.
The Registrar may refuse to register or exempt from registration a society on certain specified grounds, and may refuse to do so after consultation with the Chief Secretary if he is satisfied that -

(a)
the society is a branch of or is affiliated to or is connected with any organization or group of a political nature established outside Hong Kong; or
(b)
the society is likely to be used for any purpose prejudicial to or incompatible with peace, welfare or good order in Hong Kong.
3.
An appeal may be made to the Governor in Council within 30 days after the date when the decision was notified or published in the Gazette, whichever is later.

A.
Notification system (section 5)
1.
A local society is required to send to the Societies Officer a notification in writing within 1 month after it is established or deemed to be established or within 1 month after a branch is established.
2.
Where a local society fails to comply with section 5, every office-bearer or person claiming to be so shall be guilty of an offence and liable -

(i)
on first conviction to a fine of $10,000;

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine of $20,000 and to imprisonment for 3 months, and an additional fine of $300 for each day during which the offence continues,

unless he establishes to the satisfaction to the court that he has exercised due diligence to ensure compliance and that such failure has occurred for reasons beyond his control.


A.
Registration system (sections 5,5A,5B and 5C)

1.
A local society is required to apply to the Societies Officer for registration or exemption from registration within 1 month of its establishment or deemed establishment or within 1 month after a branch is established.

2.
The Societies Officer may, after consultation with the Secretary for Security, refuse to register or exempt from registration a society or a branch :

(a)
if he reasonably believes that such refusal is necessary in the interests of national security or public safety, public order or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others; or

(b)
if the society is a political body and has a connection with a foreign political organization or a political organization of Taiwan.

3.
An appeal may be made to the Chief Executive in Council within 30 days of the date when notice of the decision was given to the society.

4.
If a local society fails to comply with section 5, every office-bearer or person claiming to be so shall be guilty of an offence and liable -

(i)
on first conviction to a fine at level 3 ($10,000);

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine at level 4 ($25,000) and to imprisonment for 3 months, and an additional fine of $300 for each day during which the offence continues.

It is a defence if he establishes to the satisfaction to the court that he has exercised due diligence to ensure compliance and that such failure has occurred for reasons beyond his control.



B.
Control (sections 8, 9, 9A and 9B)
1.
No society shall be registered or exempted from registration if its constitution or rules do not contain to the satisfaction of the Registrar prescribed matters or such other matters as the Registrar may reasonably require.
2. No amendment shall be made to the constitution or rules of a registered society or an exempted society except in accordance with the prior approval in writing of the Registrar.
3. The Registrar has the power to serve notice on the society to desist from any activity which appears to him not to be in accordance with the objects of the society as set out in its constitution or rules.

4.
The Registrar shall enter in a register of registered societies or a list of exempted societies the particulars given in the application form.

5.
The Registrar may by notice in writing require the society to furnish him in writing such particulars relating to every place or premises kept or used by the society as a place of meeting or place of business.  Similarly, he may require the society to keep a register of members and to retain on the register the name and other particulars of any member for three years after membership has expired.

B.
Control (sections 8 and 11)
1.
Where the Societies Officer reasonably believes that the operation or continued operation of a society may be prejudicial to the security of Hong Kong or to public safety or public order, the Societies Officer shall notify the Secretary for Security and may recommend the making of an order prohibiting the operation or continued operation of the society.

2.
On the notification of the Societies Officer, the Secretary for Security may by order published in the Gazette prohibit the operation or continued operation of the society in Hong Kong.

3.
An appeal may be made to the Governor in Council against the making of the order within 30 days after the order takes effect.

4.
The Societies Officer shall keep a list of all societies which have notified him setting out the names and addresses of these societies.


B.
Control (section 8)
1.
The Societies Officer may recommend to the Secretary for Security to make an order prohibiting the operation or continued operation of the society or the branch -

(a)
if he reasonably believes that the prohibition is necessary in the interests of national security or public safety, public order or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others; or

(b)
if the society or branch is a political body that has a connection with a foreign political organization or a political organization of Taiwan.

2.
On the recommendation of the Societies Officer, the Secretary for Security may by order published in the Gazette prohibit the operation or continued operation of the society or branch in Hong Kong.

3.
An appeal may be made to the Chief Executive in Council against the making of the order within 30 days after the order takes effect.

4.
The Societies Officer shall keep a list of all societies which have notified him setting out the names and addresses of these societies.



C.
Cancellation of registration and exemption from registration (sections 10, 12 and 30)

1.
Under section 10 (see Appendix), the Registrar may serve a notice requiring a society to show cause to his satisfaction why registration or exemption from registration of the society should not be cancelled by reason of any of the 15 grounds listed.  If the society does not show cause within 14 days, the Registrar shall cancel the registration or exemption from registration, or may do so after consultation with the Chief Secretary, depending on the grounds on which the notice is served.
2.
An appeal may be made to the Governor in Council within 30 days after the date when the decision was notified or published in the Gazette, whichever is later.
3.
Section 30 provides that the Governor in Council may, in his discretion, order that any exempted or registered society be dissolved where he is satisfied that any such society was being used for purposes prejudicial to or incompatible with peace, welfare or good order in Hong Kong.


Section 30 is repealed.
C.
Cancellation of registration and exemption from registration (sections 5D and 5E)
1.
The Societies Officer may after consultation with the Secretary for Security cancel the registration or exemption from registration of a society or a branch -

(a)
if he reasonably believes that the prohibition is necessary in the interests of national security or public safety, public order or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others; or

(b)
if the society or branch is a political body that has a connection with a foreign political organization or a political organization of Taiwan.

2.
An appeal may be made to the Executive in Council within 30 days of the date when the notice of decision was given to the society.



D.
Definition of "unlawful society" (section 18)
1.
Every local society, not being a registered society or an exempted society, shall be deemed to be an unlawful society after the expiration of 14 days from the date on which it is established unless before the expiry of such period application has been made to the Registrar for registration or exemption from registration.

2.
Every triad society, whether or not such society is a registered society or a exempted society and whether or not it is a local society, shall be deemed to be an unlawful society.


D.
Definition of "unlawful society" (section 18)

"Unlawful society" means -

(a)
a triad society, whether or not such society has notified the Societies Officer of its establishment and whether or not it is a local society; or

(b)
a society in respect of which an order made under section 8 is in force.


D.
Definition of "unlawful society" (section 18)
"Unlawful society" means -

(a)
a triad society, whether or not such society is a registered society or an exempted society and whether or not it is a local society; or

(b)
a society in respect of which, or in respect of whose branch, an order made under section 8 is in force.



E.
Penalties (sections 19 to 26)
1.
Being an office-bearer or a person managing or assisting in the management of an unlawful society -


$100,000 and imprisonment for 5 years

2(a)
Being or acting as a member of an unlawful society, attending a meeting of an unlawful society, paying money or giving any aid to or for the purposes of an unlawful society -

(i)
on first conviction : $10,000 and imprisonment for 12 months

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction : $50,000 and imprisonment for 5 years

 (b)
Being or acting as a member of a triad society, attending a meeting of a triad society, being found in possession certain articles of a triad society -

(i)
on first conviction : $50,000 and imprisonment for 3 years

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction : $100,000 and imprisonment for 7 years.

3.
Allowing an unlawful society on premises-

(i)
on first conviction : $50,000 and imprisonment for 3 years

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction : $100,000 and imprisonment for 5 years

4.
Inciting a person to become a member of an unlawful society -


$50,000 and imprisonment for 3 years

5.
Procuring subscription or aid for an unlawful society -


$10,000 and imprisonment for 1 year

6.
An office-bearer of a society whose registration or exemption from registration has been cancelled becomes an officer-bearer of another society without the written permission of the Registrar -


$15,000 and imprisonment for 3 years


E.
Penalties (sections 19 to 25)

1.
Being an office-bearer or a person managing or assisting in the management of -

(a)
an unlawful society, $100,000 and imprisonment for 3 years;

(b)
a triad society, $1,000,000 and imprisonment for 15 years.

2(a)
Being or acting as a member of an unlawful society, attending a meeting of an unlawful society, paying money or giving any aid to or for the purposes of an unlawful society -

(i)
on first conviction : $20,000 and imprisonment for 2 years

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction : $50,000 and imprisonment for 5 years

(b)
Being or acting as a member of a triad society, attending a meeting of a triad society, paying money or giving aid for the purposes of the triad society or being found in possession certain articles of a triad society -

(i)
on first conviction : $100,000 and imprisonment for 3 years

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction : $250,000 and imprisonment for 7 years.

3(a)
Allowing an unlawful society on premises -

(i)
on first conviction : $50,000 and imprisonment for 12 months

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction : $100,000 and imprisonment for 2 years

 (b)
Allowing a triad society on premises -

(i)
on first conviction : $100,000 and imprisonment for 3 years

(ii)
on a second or subsequent conviction : $200,000 and imprisonment for 5 years

4(a)
Inciting a person to become a member of an unlawful society -

   $50,000 and imprisonment for 2 years

 (b)
Inciting a person to become a member of a triad society -


$250,000 and imprisonment for 5 years

5(a)
Procuring subscription or aid for an unlawful society -


$50,000 and imprisonment for 2 years

 (b)
Procuring subscription or aid for a triad society -


$250,000 and imprisonment for 5 years

6.
Where an order prohibiting the operation or continued operation of a society is effective, the Secretary may make an order that an officer-bearer of that society shall not become an office-bearer of another society without the written consent of the Societies Officer, and a person contravening the order -


$50,000 and imprisonment for 3 years


E.
Penalties (sections 19 to 25)

1.
Sections 19 to 24 remain the same.

2.
Where an order prohibiting the operation or continued operation of a society or branch is effective, the Secretary may make an order that an officer-bearer of that society or that branch shall not become an office-bearer of another society without the written consent of the Societies Officer, and a person contravening the order -


$50,000 and imprisonment for 3 years


F.
Powers of entry and search (sections 31, 32 and 33)
1.
Sections 31 and 32 empower the Registrar or an assistant registrar to enter at any time into any place or premises which he has reason to believe is or are kept or used by any registered society or any of its members as a place of meeting or place of business.  If he has reason to believe that any registered society or exempted society is being used for purposes prejudicial to peace or welfare or to good order in Hong Kong, he may enter with or without assistance and using force for that purpose, if necessary, into any place or premises and may search such place or premises and any person found therein or escaping therefrom for evidence.

2.
Under section 33, any police officer of or above the rank of inspector may with or without assistance, using for if necessary, (a) enter into any dwelling-house or other building, or into any pace in which he has reason to believe that a meeting of any unlawful society, or of persons who are members of an unlawful society, is being held, or that any books, accounts, lists of members or other articles belonging to any unlawful society are concealed, kept or deposited, (b) and to arrest all persons found in such house, building or place, (c) and to search such place and seize all such articles which he has reasonable cause to believe to belong to any unlawful society or to be in any way connected therewith.


F.
Powers of entry and search (sections 31, 32 and 33)

1.
Under section 31, the Societies Officer may, where he reasonably believes that it is necessary so to do in connection with the performance of his functions under the Ordinance, at all reasonable times enter into any place or premises which he has reason to believe is or are kept or used by any society or any of its members as a place of meeting or place of business.  No place or premises or any part thereof which is used for dwelling purposes shall be entered into except by a warrant issued by a magistrate.

2.
Under section 32, a magistrate may, if satisfied that there is reasonable ground for believing that a society is being used or operated for any purpose prejudicial to security of Hong Kong or to public safety or public order, issue a warrant to enter, search and seize.

3.
Section 33 is amended by -

(a)
repealing "if necessary" and substituting "if reasonably necessary";

(b)
restricting the arrest of those persons found in the house, building or place whom the police officer has reasonable cause to believe are associated with the unlawful society.


F.
Powers of entry and search (sections 31, 32 and 33)
1.
Section 31 remains the same.

2.
Under section 32, a magistrate may, if satisfied that there is reasonable ground for believing that a society or a branch is being used or operated for any purpose that makes prohibition of the operation or continued operation of the society or the branch necessary in the interests of national security or to public safety or public order (ordre public) or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others, issue a warrant  to enter, search and seize.

3.
Section 33 remains the same.

G.
Power of Registrar to summon witnesses (section 34)
The Registrar or an assistant registrar may summon any person whom he has reason to believe to be able to give any information as to the existence or operations of any unlawful society, or suspected unlawful society, or as to the operations of any registered society or exempted society.


G.
Power of Registrar to summon witnesses
Section 34 is repealed.


